Sunday School

	Grade Level:
	6-8, Lesson 1
	Subject:
	Unity & Diversity
	Prepared By:
	


	Overview & Purpose

Students will understand the Church as a unified whole, while appreciating the unique differences that exist within the Church--individually and culturally.

	Time Frame
45 minutes


	
	Teacher Guide
	Steps
	Materials Needed

· Bible 

· Flower

· paper/pencils

· poster board

· markers, etc.

· magazines

	Objectives

Students will identify the unique parts of a flower, and provide similar examples of unity & diversity from their everyday lives.

Students will provide examples of unity and diversity within the scripture reading.


	Use a flower, or similar item to discuss unity and diversity
	Ask students to describe the flower.  Guide them to use their sense of smell as well as sight.

Guiding questions:  

What makes it uniquely a flower?

Do all flowers look/smell the same?

What parts constitute a flower?  Can it exist without its parts? Why/why not.
	

	Information


	Bibles/Bible verses should be prepared prior to class for this step.  For time's sake, it could be posted on a whiteboard. (They could come to the board to underline the parts mentioned in the verse)
	Have students list the parts of the body as mentioned by St. Paul. 

So, what is Paul's point?  (Just like our body needs all its parts, the Church--the Body of Christ- needs all of us)
	

	Verification

(Steps to check for student understanding)


	
	Ask students to list the various roles found in the church.  (Expected answers would be priest, deacon, chanters, teachers, etc.) What if you are not a priest, etc.  What roles do the other parishoners? What roles do the students have? What roles might you have in the future?
	Other Resources

Scripture reading:

I Corinthians 12:20



	Activity


	
	Students will use posters/etc. to create a collage showing their unique contribution to Christ's body. ( This may be finished as homework.
	Vocabulary

unity

diversity

	Summary


	
	Review terms--In what ways are they unified? Diverse?
	


Sunday School

	Grade Level:
	6-8, Lesson 2
	Subject:
	Unity & Diversity
	Prepared By:
	


	Overview & Purpose

Students will understand the Church as a unified whole, while appreciating the unique differences that exist within the Church--individually and culturally.
	Time Frame

45 minutes



	
	Teacher Guide
	Steps
	Materials Needed

· Bible 

· Copies of the Creed

· The book, The Nicene Creed for Young People, by Fr. Coniaris is a nice resource

· Several copies of the Nicene Creed, with various orthodox translations

· Catherine's Pascha

	Objectives

Students will

1.  Identify the 12 belief statements 

     professed in the Nicene Creed.

2.  Define the vocabulary terms.

3.  Understand that the various  

     jurisdictions of the Church are 

     unified by our common profession


	
	Recite the creed together. 

Pass out copies of the various translations, and ask students to work in pairs or small groups to highlight similar ideas found in all the versions.  

Have groups report out their findings.  (If necessary, guide class discussion to show that regardless of the translation, we share the same 12 beliefs. 
	

	Information

	The link, under other resources, has a helpful discussion regarding the Orthodox view of tradition.
	With students, develop a definition of the word, "tradition".  Ask students to provide examples of traditions that their family keeps. Explain that the Church has keeps traditions, and discuss the difference between Holy Traditions, and cultural traditions.
	

	Verification
(Steps to check for student understanding)


	
	Explain to students that they will be reading the book, Catherine's Pascha, to a younger class.  Today, as you preview the book, see if you can find some examples of big "T" (holy) traditions and little "t" traditions.
	Other Resources
Scripture reading:

MT 16:18,28:19, I Peter 2:5,9; Ephesians 1:4, 2:19-22; Acts 1:8, Mark 16:15, Romans 12-4-5, 1Corinthians 10:17 

http://shar.es/1bPwUO

	Activity

(Describe the independent activity to reinforce this lesson)


	
	Students will create a list of traditions, as teacher reads. After reading, kids report out their findings.
	Vocabulary
Creed

holy, 

catholic (lower case c), 

apostolic

tradition

	Summary


	
	Review terms--In what ways is the Creed a big "T" tradition?  
	


Sunday School

	Grade Level:
	6-8, Lesson 3
	Subject:
	Unity & Diversity
	Prepared By:
	


	Overview & Purpose

Students will understand the Church as a unified whole, while appreciating the unique differences that exist within the Church--individually and culturally.
	Time Frame

45 minutes



	
	Teacher Guide
	Steps
	Materials Needed

copies of orthodox timeline:

http://www.stgabrielashland.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/timeline.jpg

Blank timeline template



	Objectives

Students will

1.  Identify the Big T and little t  

     traditions in Catherine's Pascha.

2.  Compare and contrast the 

     traditions of their church with 

     other orthodox jurisdictions.

3.  Understand that the various  

     jurisdictions of the Church are 

     unified by Holy tradition


	Students are reading Catherine's Pascha to younger class(es).  This is to reinforce their understanding of various traditions before moving on to the next set of lessons.  It may also be an introduction to the unit, Unity and Diversity, for the younger students.
	Review the idea of Big T (Holy) Traditions and little t traditions in the church.

Review the lists that the students produced at the last lesson.


	

	Information

	Be certain to include conversion of Russia, missionaries coming to Alaska, St. Nicholas in Japan. 
	Present the timeline to students.  Discuss the major events in Orthodoxy.  Begin with the journey of the Apostles, and the establishment of Christianity.
	

	Verification
(Steps to check for student understanding)


	
	Students will place the dates discussed on their timelines.
	Other Resources


	Activity

(Describe the independent activity to reinforce this lesson)


	
	
	Vocabulary
Creed

holy, 

catholic (lower case c), 

apostolic

tradition

	Summary


	
	Review terms--In what ways is the Creed a big "T" tradition?  
	


Sunday School

	Grade Level:
	6-8, Lesson 4
	Subject:
	Unity & Diversity
	Prepared By:
	


	Overview & Purpose

Students will understand the Church as a unified whole, while appreciating the unique differences that exist within the Church--individually and culturally.
	Time Frame

45 minutes



	
	Teacher Guide
	Steps
	Materials Needed

video clips of liturgies/services of various churches (available online)

OR

invite a speaker from another jurisdiction to speak to your class

Venn diagram

	Objectives

Students will

1.  Compare and contrast the 

     traditions of their church with 

     other orthodox jurisdictions (past 

     and present).

2.  Practice reading aloud for younger 

     students.
	
	Review with students the similarities and differences between jurisdictions that they have discovered so far.  

Watch video clip(s) that you have selected for class.


	

	Information

	
	While viewing, have students work in teams to list similarities and differences that they discover on their diagrams.
	

	Verification
(Steps to check for student understanding)


	
	Create a class diagram, and have students pairs share out their findings
	Other Resources


	Activity

(Describe the independent activity to reinforce this lesson)


	
	Practice reading aloud the book, Catherine's Pascha.
	Vocabulary
Creed

holy, 

catholic (lower case c), 

apostolic

tradition

	Summary


	
	
	


Sunday School

	Grade Level:
	6-8, Lesson 5
	Subject:
	Unity & Diversity
	Prepared By:
	


	Overview & Purpose

Students will understand the Church as a unified whole, while appreciating the unique differences that exist within the Church--individually and culturally.
	Time Frame

45 minutes



	
	Teacher Guide
	Steps
	Materials Needed

Storycorps podcast (available on the storycorps site)

Storycorps interview questions.

	Objectives

Students will

1.  Understand the purpose of 

     creating an oral history.

2.  Select an interviewee and create 

     interview questions for their oral

     history.

3.  Compare and contrast the 

     traditions of their church with 

     other orthodox jurisdictions (past 

     and present).
	Students should choose a grandparent, godparent, etc. to interview for their project.  The goal is for the students to explore the various expressions of Orthodoxy, so preferably their subject would be someone who immigrated to the US.  The teacher could work with the parish priest to identify individuals from the community who could be interviewed.

**This could become an oral history project for the parish**
	Review with students the similarities and differences between jurisdictions that they have discovered so far.  

Explain to students that they will be interviewing an older person to record their experiences in church as a youngster. 

Listen to the podcast with students


	

	Information

	
	Present the sample interview questions to class (from the storycorps site).
	

	Verification
(Steps to check for student understanding)


	
	Students work in small groups to select and, as necessary, revise questions.
	Other Resources
http://oca.org/the-hub/projects/oral-history

http://storycorps.org/great-questions/#heritage

	Activity

(Describe the independent activity to reinforce this lesson)


	
	Each student will be asked to provide at least one suitable question, which will be recorded for the entire class.
	Vocabulary
Creed

holy, 

catholic (lower case c), 

apostolic

tradition

	Summary


	
	Students will present to teacher their proposed interviewee, and at least 10 interview questions.
	


